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CICHLIDS ON MY MIND 

 
hile working on this column, I was 

struck by how much fish-related 

activity we’ll be engaged in over the 

next several months.  November is a “speaker 

meeting,” and in Jim Cumming we have a speaker 

who is skilled, interesting, informative and new.  

He is one of the few cichlid aficionados who has 

not yet become ubiquitous at cichlid-related 

gatherings, and he has some unique perspectives 

and experiences that we can all learn from as well 

as enjoy.  

 

December is our Holiday Party at Trevor 

O’Shea’s home in Wilmington, MA.  Trevor is 

one of the most accomplished breeders in our 

group, and perhaps anywhere in the country.  He 

specializes in Malawi cichlids, and visiting his 

fish room is a joy and an education.  Of course, 

the real benefit of visiting his home is meeting his 

wife, Colleen, and his three wonderful children, 

so be prepared to be entertained by both fish and 

family.  

 
In January, we’re off to East Lyme, CT and Jim 

Kenniston’s amazing fish room.  Jim is a 

Tanganyika specialist, and he breeds fish that are 

both rare and beautiful, in a manner that remains 

a mystery to me.  So many fish, so many fry, and 

only two hands to manage it all!  

W 

Upcoming Events 
Next Meeting: 

Saturday, November 15 @ 5:30 PM 

 
Our next meeting features Jim 

Cumming, a cichlid expert from 

Winnipeg, Canada. Title of his talk is: 

Cichlids of Madagascar – A Land in 

Crisis. He is an administrator of the 

ACA Forum as ‘notho2000,’ and has 

posted some amazing photos and 

videos of his success at spawning 

several really challenging Madagascar 

cichlids, and is also one of the few 

people to successfully raise the fry to 

adulthood.  

 
NECA will have a business meeting at 

5:30, with social time at 6:30 and Jim’s 

program at 7. We will be serving food 

and soft drinks as well. 

 
The meeting will be held at the Lutz 

Children’s Museum, 247 South Main 

Street, Manchester, CT 
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And in February everyone comes to Petersham, 

MA to visit the George family. There will be 

food, fish, dogs, parrots, cats and turtles – and if 

we’re lucky, some wild turkeys will be wandering 

across the property.  In short, NECA is setting up 

a great series of programs that will get us ready 

for the home stretch of the spring and early 

summer, culminating in the ACA Convention, the 

capstone of a tremendous year of activity. 

 

In this issue, for the first time ever, we have 

articles in two languages.  As always, Mike Liu 

has something about New World cichlids; I’ve 

written about my experience with a very odd and 

rare cichlid, Alcalicis alcolapia; Roberto Gaitan 

has an article in Spanish about Tropheus; and 

we’re introducing Marc Schnell and his company 

West Coast Cichlids, to our readers.  There are 

other articles as well, so take some time and read 

through the issue carefully.  We’re working hard 

to cover as broad a range of topics as possible.  

Please let me know what you think of the 

newsletter, and in particular, how I can make it 

better! 

 

We’re working on a new website, which should 

be ready to use by Thanksgiving. Look for it, and 

in the meantime, follow our activities on 

Facebook, where we’ve been quite active these 

past few months. 

 

This a very exciting time to be keeping and 

breeding cichlids, and if we’re all willing to give 

a bit of our time to the effort, we’re going to have 

one of the great experiences of our lives when we 

successfully host the ACA Convention this 

summer.  I’ve been involved in several events like 

this one, and the rewards are much more than 

financial for all who participate.  So please let Jim 

Kenniston know what you can do to help.  
 

As always, I want to thank you all for your input 

and help in getting us to this point. Let’s 

accelerate our efforts to improve and strengthen 

NECA, making it an outstanding group with more 

and more to offer our fellow cichlid nuts. 

 

 

 

 

PFG 

TROPHEUS 
 

TEXT A ND IMA GES BY R OBERTO GAIT AN  

 

 
Tropheus moori ‘Red Rainbow’ 

 

ara todos los amantes de peces 

especialmente TROPHEUS, recuerdo 

empezar con mi primer pecera hace 21 

años. Era un tanke de 30 galones y mi primer 

grupo de peces fueron lo Labidochromis yellow. 

Asi como tambien recuerdo q me puse loco con 

la primera cria que ellos me dieron. Me sentia 

realizado ya que nunca habia esperimentado tal 

cosa. Con los años fui añadiendo otras especies 

del lago Malawi como Damasoni, Orange Zebra 

y otors hasta que llegue a ver en el internet unos 

peces llamados Tropheus, peces interesantes de 

muy buen parecer y de mucha personalidad. Si 

mal no recuerdo, fue hace approximadamente 10 

años atras. Para ese entonces ya mi colleccion de 

peces habia crecido entre Malawi’s y otros peces 

de el lago Tanganyika.  

 
Tropheus duboisi ‘Maswa’ 

 

Entre ellos Brichardi’s, Julidochromis y otros 

mas. Con un poco de temor, me atrevi a ordenar 

unos Tropheus por primera vez por internet de 

 

P 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcolapia_alcalica&ei=B7ZXVPe-OYOZyASPs4KQBQ&psig=AFQjCNHwdRPVegT6cD2IUkYm1WuN_lshXg&ust=1415120776040986
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TNT Cichlids. Recuerdo que fueron 3 trios; unos 

de Moliro, Red Rainbow, y Ilangies. Los Ilangies 

era una cosa precios el cuerpo Amarillo y los fins 

de arriba rojisima, peces que ahora no se miran. 

En ese entonces no sabia yp que era el pez mas 

deceado por los que colectamos Tropheus. Tuve 

la fortuna de con solo trios de Red Rainbows y 

los Moliro’s me dieron cria, que por cierto era 5-

6 a la vez. Pero los ilangies nunca me dieron. 

Vendia la cria a $5.00 no sabientdo que ese 

tamaño de 1.5”. El valor de estos peces era mucho 

mas. Con el tiempo fui perdiendo unos y me 

quede sin los machos hasta venderlos todos. Pero 

luego al pasar los años, mi passion nuevamente 

empezo pore se tipo de pez y viaje locamente un 

viernes con toda mi familia a lugar Atlantis 

despues de terminar un culto en la Iglesia dia 

viernes y pasamos a un hotel a dormer para al 

sigiente dia llegar a ese lugar que por cierto no era 

un lugar muy acojedor.  

 
Tropheus sp. ‘Ikola’ 

 

Muy poca luz pero consegui comprar una colonia 

de Moliro de 9. Este vez no teniendo suerte con 

ellos se me murieron todos. No sabia yo mucho 

acerca de su alimentacion vi como se inflaban 

(bloat) lo no me paso con mis Tropheus 

anteriroes. Viabaja a todas partes par aver si 

compraba mas pero eran dificiles de conseguir. 

Al poco tiempo compre 18 Red Rainbows 

salvajes y me fue muy bien hasta que un dia me 

visito un amigo y le encantaron y como la oferta 

fue buena. Los vendi por buena ganancia Luego 

tuve una mala experiencia con un personage “X” 

que supuestamente era importador de peces y 

perdi dinero ya que mi orden nunca llego. No 

dandome por venado luego consegui una colonia 

de duboise maswa, ikola II Kaiser, Golden 

Kazumba Katonga, Rutonga, Red Rainbows que 

son con los que hoy en dia disfruto mis peceras.  

 
Tropheus sp. ‘Ikola’ 

 

Aprendi de altos y bajos de perdida de dinero y 

perdida de peces que son los peces que mas me 

apasionan asi como tambien aprendi que on peces 

muy sencibles a lo que comen. La dieta de ellos 

en mi posecion es New Life spectrum, sperulina 

flake max, and some fresh lettuce. Ademas la 

calidad de agua tiene que ser estupenda con 

mucha circulation lo unico que uso de aditivos 

son Epson salt y baking soda que hace que el agua 

se acomode a la naturaleza de el lago Tanganyika. 

Hasta hoy en dia los peces mas facinantes para mi 

son los procedientes del lago Tanganyika. Los 

Ikolas estan produciendo cria hoy en dia y espero 

que los demas tamien haga lo mismo. 

 

AMPHILOPHUS 

ZALIOSUS 

THE ARROW CICHLID  

TEXT A ND IMA GES BY M I KE LIU  

mphilophus zaliosus is a cousin to the 

Red Devil Cichlid (Amphilophus 

labiatus) and Midas Cichlid 

(Amphilophus citrinellus). It’s common name is 

the Arrow Cichlid, and it is found in the crater 

Lake Apoyo in Nicaragua. I first heard of this 

fish many years ago while reading an article 

A 
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about the cichlid fauna of the Nicaraguan Lakes 

in Cichlid News Magazine. I think the common 

name refers to this fish’s more elongate 

appearance than its cousins, but it can also swim 

very, very fast-like an arrow! The normal 

coloring is a light grey with faint darker vertical 

bars and a darker mid-body spot. There is also a 

small dark spot on the upper part of the caudal 

peduncle. Males get a nuchal hump, but maybe 

not as large as the Red Devil or Midas Cichlid. 

During spawning and brood care, they become 

much darker. The faint vertical bars develop into 

a much darker grey, as can be seen in the 

accompanying photos. Cool fish, I thought, and  

 

put them out of my mind, as I thought they were 

very aggressive and when would I ever see them 

in the hobby? Well, in 2007 or so, I saw a large 

male Arrow Cichlid at the now closed James 

Tropical Fish in Springfield, MA. I convinced 

myself to take the fish home even though I was 

told it was a very aggressive fish. I found I could 

not put any other fish in the same tank. Any fish 

was soon shredded and would have been 

harassed to death, unless I pulled that fish out 

before its demise. 

 

 

My first Amphilophus zaliosus 

 

Eventually, this large Arrow Cichlid ended up 

with Ken Purcaro, another NECA member. 

Again, I put this fish out of my mind until two  

 

years later when I saw some smaller 3” Arrow 

cichlids at West Hartford Puppy Center & 

Aquarium. They had several in their tanks, and 

also kept a pretty large pair in a 15 gallon tank! I 

thought to myself “That tank is way too small”. 

A few months later, I visited the store again, and 

the pair was still in the same 15 gallon tank, and 

they had spawned! They seemed very compatible  

and no damage could be observed on either fish. 

This seemed odd to me, that the pair was living 

and raising fry in such a small tank. Even though 

they were not full grown, it made sense that they 

should not be doing this in such a small tank. I 

was told this pair spawned in the store tank at 

least three times. 

 

Well, I could not resist the urge to have this pair 

of fish. Since it is basically grey, aggressive and 

not popular in the hobby, it seemed perfect for 

me! The male was around 6”-7” and the female 

was smaller at 5”+. I have to admit that all of the 

work keeping and growing the pair of 

Amphilophus zaliosus must go to the folks from 

West Hartford Puppy Center & Aquarium. I 

brought them home and put them in a 38 gallon 

tank. I would normally use at least a 55 gallon 

tank for such fish, but since they were 

accustomed to living in a 15, I thought the 38 

would be a good and sizable upgrade. The tank 

contained a dolomite-gravel substrate, one 8” 

overturned pot with the bottom knocked out, and 

two 6” overturned pots with bottoms knocked out 



   

 

 

5 

and glued together to form a tunnel. I used two 

bubble up corner-type filters driven by my 

fishroom air pump. I fed them mostly Tetra 

Jumbo Sticks, with some frozen krill, and other 

cichlid pellets and sticks. They would not eat any 

flake food offered. It wasn’t long before they felt 

at home and proceeded to perform major gravel 

excavation, pushing all the gravel away to reveal 

a bare bottom around the glued pot tunnel.  

 

 
Male and female Arrow Cichlid inside the tunnel 

 

After another week, both fish changed color, 

developing the black stripes. With this coloring, 

they become much more attractive, in my 

opinion. I could tell the female was interested in 

spawning since her tube was extended and quite 

thick. After two more days, I was sure she had 

laid eggs, but I could not tell for sure as the tunnel 

was sideways and I couldn’t see into it. I just had 

to wait and see if fry developed. During this time, 

both fish would swim quickly at each other and 

stop at the last second before striking each other, 

or veer away at the last instant. They never bit or 

 
Arrow Cichlids with a cloud of free swimming fry 

rammed each other. The female seemed to be a 

bit more aggressive, and that is understandable if 

she was guarding a clutch of eggs or wriggling 

fry. One day, as I was peering into the tank, I 

noticed a pile of wriggling fry at the end of the 

tunnel. It was hard to tell the number, but after 

three more days, the fry became free swimming 

and there must have been over 300. It was quite a 

sight to see.  

 

What would I do with all these fry? As I said 

before, this is not a popular fish, they are 

aggressive and not very colorful. I do not usually 

feed fry to my other fish, but maybe I’d have to 

this time with so many fry. I fed the fry crushed 

up flake food, and the dust from Jumbo Sticks and 

other pellets. The fry did not grow very quickly, 

and once they were ½” I netted out about half and 

put them into a 10 gallon fry tank. There were just 

too many in the 38 with the parents. I had a group 

of Bucchochromis nototaenia, a Lake Malawi 

cichlid that predates on fry of other fish. They 

really enjoyed getting live food as a treat. Soon, I 

began losing 6 or 8 fry every day in the 10 gallon 

tank, and a few each day from the tank with the 

parents. I did water changes daily on the fry tank, 

but I still found daily casualties. It seemed they 

were overcrowded, so I took half from the fry 

tank and put them into a 20 gallon tank that I had 

just emptied. This seemed to help the situation but 

there were still a few deaths every day in the 10 

gallon tank. There were also more casualties in 

the parent tank, and by this time, the fry were 

between ¾” – 1” large, a few were larger. I 

contacted Jeff Rapps who owns Tangled Up In 

Cichlids, a breeder and importer of mostly New 

World Cichlids in New Jersey. He agreed to buy 

some Arrow Cichlid fry and I quickly looked at 

his list and we did a mail swap, 40 Arrow cichlid 

fry for some other fish I picked from his list. The 

remaining fry from the parent tank were moved 

to the 20, and I also ended up moving the 

remaining fry from the 10 to the 20. This fish 

produces large spawns, there were just too many 

fry. There were more casualties every day and I 

fed more fry to my group of Bucchochromis. I 

feel these fish are pretty aggressive, even during 

the fry stage, and the larger and more aggressive 

specimens harassed smaller fish to death. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/116498108385349/photos/a.154093057959187.25184.116498108385349/336278186407339/?type=1&source=11
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ALCALAPIA ALCALICUS  

THE SODA LAKE CICHLID  

TEXT BY PETER GEO RGE  

 

 
Male Alcalapia alcalicus preparing to spawn 

Image by Mike Liu 

 

Lake Natron in Tanzania is one of the most serene 

lakes in Africa.  Yet its extremely alkaline water, 

with a pH as high as 10.5, is so caustic that it can  

burn the skin and eyes of animals that aren’t 

adapted to it.  Alcalapia alcalicus, the Soda Lake 

cichlid, is adapted to it, and lives most 

comfortably around the lake’s edges and in its 

drainage, including the Shombole Swamps in 

Kenya and Tanzania.  
 

 
Lake Natron - image from paulconormckenzie Flickr 

 

About a year ago, having read about the fish in a 

few cichlid forums, I decided I’d like to try to 

keep and breed it.  Research indicated that I 

would have no difficulty raising the fish in less 

alkaline conditions, as long as the pH stayed 

above 7.3 and the water was reasonably hard.  I 

had successfully maintained Lake Tanganyika 

cichlids for years, so I bought thirteen 1-inch fry 

from Geiler Aquatics and set them up in a 30 long 

with water from my 120-gallon Tang setup.  I fed 

them baby brine shrimp, frozen rotifers, crushed 

green flake from Ken’s, and they grew 

rapidly.  After about 3 months they were showing 

some color, and two males clearly demonstrated 

that they were getting ready for spawning.  The 

males grew more quickly than the females, and at 

4 months they were clearly dividing the tank into 

fairly distinct territories, so I move the whole 

group into the 120, along with 20 or so 

Cyprichromis, a pair of Julidichromis ornatus, a 

breeding pair of N. leleupi and about 25 

Synodontis lucipinnis of varying sizes.  Almost 

immediately the largest male adopted a big quartz 

rock – about 8 inches high and 3 inches wide – 

with a slightly slanted top area containing several 

shallow crevices.  The other male moved to the 

other end of the tank and established a much less 

impressive breeding site, but they stayed within 

about two feet of their respective rocks and rarely 

interacted.  After several days I noticed a few of 

the females, still quite small, circling the males, 

and a few days later, two of the females spawned 

on the quartz rock with the larger male.  After 

another week, I noticed two other females 

holding, and started counting days until I could 

strip them and start my own colony!  It was very 

exciting, considering that all I had read indicated 

that there was a lot of conspecific aggression, 

often leading to death and destruction, but no 

babies. 

. 

 
2nd male spawning on substrate – image by Mike Liu 

 

Mike Liu came to visit about two and a half 

weeks after the first couple of spawnings, and he 

caught and stripped 3 females. Two produced 8-

10 free swimming fry, and one was still holding 

eggs, so we put her back in the tank rather than 
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attempting to tumble eggs, a process with which 

neither of us had ever had success. 

 

I moved the fry into a fry net, and after a month 

or so, they were large enough to move into the 

main tank.  They grew fast, and by 2 months they 

were showing signs of sexual maturity. I now 

have about 22 all told, with two dominant males, 

several subordinate males, and 13 females. The 

females, by the way, show no inclination to create 

hierarchies, and all the fish swim together at 

feeding time. I feed them spirulina flake, LFS 

granules, frozen daphnia, frozen brine shrimp, 

frozen rotifers and blanched zucchini, which they 

particularly love. They are easy to keep, don’t 

bother any other fish, and breed regularly. I’ve 

sold a few adults in small groups of one male with 

two or three females, and I’m raising the current 

crop of fry for distribution through the 

C.A.R.E.S. program. (see below) 
  

 

http://www.carespreservation.com/introduction.html 

 
Founded in 2004, the CARES (Conservation, 

Awareness, Recognition, Encouragement, and 

Support) Preservation Program is based on the 

critical and timely significance of Conservation, 

our Awareness as hobbyists of the issues 

involved, and the public Recognition of 

members, offering Encouragement and Support 

for those who take part in playing a vital role in 

ensuring a positive future for species at risk. The 

purpose of the CARES Preservation Program is 

to encourage hobbyists worldwide to devote tank 

space to one or more species at risk, while 

forming an information network between 

aquarists, scientists, and conservationists.  

PART 2: THE CICHLIDS 

OF ASIA 
 

MY EXPERIENCES WITH GREEN 

CHROMIDES –  ETROPLUS 

SURATENSIS 

 
TEXT A ND IMA GES BY J I M CUM MI NG  

 

n August 2013, I obtained ten Green 

Chromide fry around 3/4” TL. They were 

cute little devils, perky as heck, and real 

‘going concerns’. Their physical appearance just 

barely hinted at the beautiful creatures into which 

they would morph, showing dark gray banding on  

From This…. 
 

 
To This…. 

 

a silver gray body, with the ’eyespot’ in the rear 

of the dorsal (which all three Etroplus species 

show when young), and a few tiny, greenish 

sparkles on the flanks.  I started them out in a 25G 

cube tank (18”x18”x18”) with a light substrate of 

sand and pebbles, a few plastic plants, a small 

chunk of driftwood and brackish water (SG~ 

I 

http://www.carespreservation.com/introduction.html
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1.005, temperature ~78F). They fed on small 

vegetable based pellets, and especially loved to 

pick away at spirulina discs. 
 

Fast forward 15 months. The Green Chromides, 

presently at 5-6” and ten in number are in a 55G 

tank, still in the brackish water. They share the 

space with a group of Orange Chromides, 

Etroplus maculatus, with which they get along 

famously. They are sympatric species in their 

natural environment. This is my main ‘Chromide 

House’, so to speak, the other being a 60G 

housing my nine adult Etroplus canarensis 

(Canara Pearl Spot) in fresh water … it has to be 

for them. I’m also raising some young canarensis, 

about 5 months of age, in a 45G. 

 
‘Chromide House’ 

 

Despite the crowded conditions in the 55G at 

least two pairs have formed so far and one pair 

has spawned twice. This time, the parents chose 

exactly the same place on an artificial tree stump 

to deposit them, apparently sensing it to be the 

safest, most easily defended site in this rather 

crowded 55G tank. The first time I left the eggs 

with the parents, and they ‘disappeared’ (not 

unexpectedly given the busy nature of the tank) 

into the third day. 

 
After two days, I decided to remove the eggs that 

had been laid on the fake resin tree trunk. I had 

set up a 10G with brackish water (SG ~ 1.005), 

on the shelf immediately below the parents’ tank. 

As I was lifting the piece from the parents' tank 

by one of its “branches”, the unthinkable 

happened ... the branch broke! The trunk with 

eggs attached fell from about 7', first hitting the 

ladder, and then the floor, where upon it (the 

trunk, not the floor) shattered into dozens of 

fragments. 

 

 
Just finishing spawning, their pinkish brown eggs 

hanging from tiny threads 

 

 
Finished 

 
Although the resin tree trunk is a pretty nice 

looking decoration (if it doesn't break first) it is 

extremely brittle. Down on my hands and knees, 

I frantically searched for the piece that had the 

eggs on it, imagining that the impact would most 

likely have obliterated the eggs (worse case - 

omelette), or that I'd be picking up eggs, one at a 

time (best case – like collecting killifish eggs), 

and this at  2 am . Much to my surprise, I found 

the piece with the eggs (at least most of them) still 

stuck to it, and quickly put it in the awaiting 10G. 

Initially I had wondered if the tree trunk was 

going to fit into the receiving tank. Well, I didn't 

have to worry about that any more. It fit. Question 

was, with the trauma to the eggs, was it going to 

adversely affect the hatch? I was expecting them 

to begin hatching later that night or the next day 

sometime. Keeping my fingers crossed, I waited 

patiently. 
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The larger fragments of the tree trunk 

 

The eggs finally hatched … but much later than 

expected. Many references indicate they have the 

standard 48 to 72 hour hatching time, much like 

CAs and SAs. 

 

In my case, they started hatching five full days 

after they were laid. Also, I had read that they 

don't hatch out all at once but over an extended 

period of a couple of days. That seemed to be 

true, as the number of fry that appeared had been 

slowly increasing as the day progressed. The 

temperature was at ~78F. Not surprisingly, they 

were very similar to the Madagascan Paretroplus  
The piece with the eggs still on it, safely in the 10G. 

 

in that regard. My Paretroplus maculatus, 

menarambo and kieneri all took ~ 7 days to hatch, 

at a temperature of ~84F. With the long hatch 

time, proliferation of fungus and its prevention 

can become a daunting problem to solve.  The 

race against time between the embryo successful 

hatching and or dying in the egg is a reality. 

 

It took the fry about 5 more days to absorb their 

yolk sacs and to start swimming in a stable 

manner. I planned to give them their first meal of 

newly hatched baby brine shrimp the next 

morning, once they were fully free swimming. 

There must have been at least 500 eggs laid, but 

only about 25 to 30 hatched. I think it had to do 

with the age of the parents. Jose Gonzales, the 

aquarist from whom I obtained the young, was 

surprised that they had started to breed so soon. 

They are very young (about 15 months) and most 

likely it will take a while longer for the male to 

become fully fertile. These are really differently 

behaving fry from CA and SA cichlids. They 

literally glued themselves to the surface of the 

water, skittering about looking like they were 

trying to feed there even though I hadn't given 

any floating food. There was little schooling 

tendency too although the small numbers (~25) 

may have had something to do with that. Also, I 

kept a pretty strong air flow in the tank, which 

made it difficult for them to “organize” 

themselves. I started feeding newly hatched baby 

brine shrimp along with micro worms, which they 

took  slowly and reluctantly at first.  The young 

initially seemed quite weak, almost feeble. But, 

after a couple of feedings, their strength and vigor 

increased and they began to more actively attack 

the food.  As a consequence, they were almost 

doubling their size each day (mild 

exaggerations… allowed with fish). 

 

My observations on the Etroplus genus have 

revealed some unconventional behaviors 

compared to other cichlid groups that I’ve dealt 

with.  I'm wondering if their surface dwelling 

tendencies could have something to do with an 

environmental factor. They are in brackish water, 

so there would be increased buoyancy compared 

to fresh water.  Maybe their air bladders take 

some time to develop and adjust to saline 

conditions. Even though 'maculatus' was the most 

ordinary of the three species, behaviorally 

speaking, even they showed an unusual schooling 

behavior, in that the whole school would give a 

'startle' response to sudden movements. I know 

that open water fish in the ocean exhibit this 

behavior, as an evasive strategy for escaping a 

threat. Also the tight schooling behavior of 

'canarensis' was totally bizarre and different from 
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anything I have ever seen in my cichlid keeping 

experience. 

 

Here is a communication from Jose Gonzales 

(ciclasoman), an aquarist from San Antonio, 

Texas,   highly respected for his expertise in 

Etroplines. 

 

“Your Etroplus grew up quickly!! It's 

interesting that your spawns take so long. 

Usually my Paretroplus and Etroplus spawns 

take 4 days to hatch at around same temps- my 

water is basic and hard but I doubt that has any 

bearing. I kept my suratensis fry in regular tap 

water and they did well back then. I also happen 

to have noticed some Paretroplus fry swim on 

the surface along the glass of the tank.  

Incidentally, this behavior was also seen by 

French aquarists many years ago. Apparently 

the addition of green water helps or keeps them 

from doing this so I presume it is a behavior 

linked to feeding or search for food in an 

otherwise bare tank.” 

 

 
Etroplus canarensis pair with eggs 

 

I have been feeding the suratensis two or three 

times a day, and making 30% water changes 

every second day, using water from the parent’s 

tank. The babies continue to put on good growth, 

despite the continuation of the unusual surface 

dwelling tendency. I noticed that some are 

leaving the surface, drifting with the current, 

enthusiastically picking off the shrimp. Even 

when I approach the tank, I notice that they react 

to my presence by moving towards the front glass 

in anticipation of a feeding … a level of 

awareness unexpected from fish that are only 

1/4” TL. They don’t even resemble fish yet.  

 

With so few young to feed (~25) I decided to 

freeze small amounts of shrimp in mini ice cube 

trays and go with that instead of the live. I wasn't 

sure initially if the fry would take them, since 

baby fish love to hit moving targets (‘the thrill of 

the chase’ I suppose). But in the past, when 

raising young Paretroplus using live or frozen 

BBS, I was able to get them "excited" about their 

food by creating a stronger current in the tank, 

turning the air flow up some. The young of course 

got blown around somewhat, but it's amazing 

how they could maintain focus on “hitting” their 

prey. It actually looked as if they enjoyed (there I 

go again ...anthropomorphizing fish behaviors) 

drifting with the current, and not favoring a 

'jerking' live shrimp, to a drifting, dead one. 

Movement is movement. Well it worked well 

with these little Green Chromides (gotta think 

like a fish … my wife thinks I’m ‘losing it’). 

 

 
Unusual schooling behavior of E. canarensis fry 

 
Within the next week or so, I plan to introduce 

them to finely powdered vegetable based dry 

food, since this species is highly vegetarian. 

Assuming there is one, I’ll be saving another 

spawn soon, in order to check for similarities and 

differences. But this time I’ll leave out the “drop 

to the floor”.  In the meantime, I'm ready to give 

the two Chromide species larger quarters, moving  
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Etroplus canarensis / Canara Pearl Spot fry 

 

them up to a 90G, at least for a while. Suratensis 

will attain a maximum aquarium size of 10 to 12",  

so at some point, at least a 180G will be needed, 

one that is presently unavailable, since it is 

occupied with Central American cichlids. Maybe 

it’s time to let some Centrals go. 

 

 
 

WEST COAST CICHLIDS 

 
TEXT A  ND I MAGE S BY M ARC SC HNELL  

Pundamilia nyererei "Juma Island" 

 
 want thank Peter for giving me the 

opportunity to introduce NECA members to 

our small business, West Coast Cichlids.  For 

those of you who don’t know me from online 

forums and Facebook, my name is Marc Schnell, 

and my wife Julie and I own a home-based cichlid 

operation.  Our business was officially 

established around 2 years ago and was the 

logical culmination of my desire for more tanks 

and my wife’s desire to get the 20 or so tanks we 

already had out of the house.  I guess when you 

have divided six-foot grow-out tanks under your 

eight-foot show tank, you may have a bit of a 

problem!  

 

I’ve been a fish nut all my life – as with so many 

of us, it was simply a part of my upbringing.  My 

mom had a 20-gallon tall tank filled with various 

small community fish for as long as I can 

remember. At the age of 15, I finally set up my 

own tank, which was a 29-gallon “big boy.” It 

seemed huge!  I filled it with an assortment of fish 

that I quickly discovered did not necessarily 

coexist peacefully. (This was back in the mid-

90s, before the Internet became what it is today.)   

I graduated from the single 29-gallon to multiple 

55-gallon tanks and bred Green Terrors/Gold 

Saums (Aequidens rivulatus) as well as Jaguar 

cichlids for a few years.  

 

Eventually I got bored with New World cichlids 

and decided to try the African species, which I 

found much more to my liking.  I started off 

buying my fish from chain stores and local pet 

shops, which got them from the fish farms in 

Florida.  At that time there was no other reliable 

I 
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way to get Africans, so I was satisfied with what 

was available.  In my early 20s I did the typical 

(for that age group) moving-around thing, which 

meant giving up fish for a while.  When I got back 

into fish keeping, I discovered that everything 

had changed.  The Internet had become much 

more robust, and the availability of fish had just 

exploded.  I got my first mail order from Dave’s 

Rare Fish and noticed an astonishing difference 

in the size, color and overall appearance of the 

fish compared to the ones I had been buying 

locally. That's what hooked me and really set my 

addiction off.  

 
Wild female Metriaclima Sp. "zebra gold" Kawanga 

 

It didn’t take long for me to develop multiple-

tank syndrome, and pretty soon I had well over a 

thousand gallons of water running in the house.  

My wife was very supportive of my hobby, but 

she insisted that I had to downsize inside the 

house.  With our two young children to care for, 

having tanks all over the place was making her 

life way too complicated. She is an exceptional 

person, and when I suggested a fish room, and 

possibly a fish business, she was completely 

supportive, as long as I planned it out carefully. 

 

 
Wild Maylandia barlowi male 

I had been shipping fish for quite a while before 

we set up our fish room, which gave me 

confidence that I could make a real fish business 

work.  My father-in-law and I then began 

planning. We took my two-car garage and 

insulated it as well as we possibly could, then 

installed a 35,000-BTU heater to heat the air.  

This enabled me to quadruple my tank capacity 

while cutting my electric bill in half, because I no 

longer needed in-tank heaters.  

 

We had the fish room painted with a two-part 

paint that was specifically designed to endure in 

hot, humid environments.  Finally, a plumber 

installed a thermostatic mixing valve that keeps 

the water at a set temperature (plus or minus two 

degrees) as long as hot water is available. 

 
Wild male Metriaclima Sp. "zebra gold" Kawanga 

 

So now you know the West Coast Cichlids story. 

We are not a huge operation – we average 50 to 

60 tanks running at any time.  Our primary goal 

is simply to fund our love affair with these 

beautiful fish.  We currently have species from all 

three lake basins, with my personal favorite being 

the Victorian Basin.  We do our best to have wild 

or close-to-wild fish; I believe that more than half 

of our Malawan species are wild caught. We 

don’t do any wholesale orders, unless it happens 

that we are ordering for ourselves or have extra 

wild fish.  My wife and I are true breeders who 

are obsessed with this wonderful hobby. You are 

more than welcome to contact us via email, 

westcoastcichlids@outlook.com; our Facebook 

page, www.facebook.com/WestCoastCichlids; or 

our website, www.westcoastcichlids.com.  

(Warning: I’m not very good about updating the 

stock lists on the website.)  Thank you for taking 

mailto:westcoastcichlids@outlook.com
http://www.facebook.com/WestCoastCichlids
http://www.westcoastcichlids.com/
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the time to read about our business, and please let 

us know if there is anything we can do for you! 

 

A NEW METHOD FOR 

BREEDING SYNODONTIS 

LUCIPINNIS 

 
TEXT A ND IMA GES BY J I M KENN ISTON  

 

Most keepers of cichlids from Lake Tanganyika 

will eventually, if not already, take an interest in 

keeping some of the catfish species that are 

endemic to the lake as well.  Probably the best 

known are Synodontis multipunctatus and S. 

petricola.   They look superficially similar, light 

body color with dark spots, but they are quite 

different.  Multis are referred to as cuckoo cats 

because, like the cuckoo bird, they are able to 

trick another species into caring for its eggs, even 

at the expense of the host’s own offspring.  S. 

petricola can easily be distinguished from S. 

multipunctatus by the white margins on the fins.  

Here’s the problem.  Most people that think they 

have S. petricola in their tanks, have another 

species instead. 

 

 
Fry at four weeks 

 

Synodontis lucipinnis is commonly referred to as 

“dwarf petricola”.  That makes sense since true 

petricola are larger than lucipinnis, and they are 

otherwise very difficult to tell apart.  Technically, 

S. petricola has an axillary pore at the base of its 

pectoral fin spine, while S. lucipinnis does not.  I 

have never seen this pore, nor have I ever looked 

for it, so good luck with that.  There are other 

differences, however, which do not require 

magnification and a sedated fish.  The spots on S. 

petricola are more rounded and evenly sized, 

usually no bigger than the eye.  In S. lucipinnis, 

the spots are often irregularly shaped, have less 

distinct edges, and can be much larger than the 

eye. 

 
Pair in the mesh bag 

 

So which do you have?  If you got them from a 

breeder, it’s a very good bet that you have S. 

lucipinnis.  You see, there is another difference 

between these very similar species.  S. petricola, 

by most accounts, do not breed in captivity.  

Luckily for us, S. lucipinnis has no such 

reluctance.  They breed easily.  That’s not the 

problem.  They like to eat their own eggs.  So to 

successfully raise any offspring, you will need to 

separate the parents from their eggs after 

spawning.  Sounds easy, right? 

 
Synodontis lucipinnis male 

 

The method that has been recommended over the 

years involves a nuptial chamber, usually an 

inverted clay pot with a hole in the side, set 

directly on top of a container of marbles.  The 

theory is that the eggs will fall down between the 

marbles, where the adults will not be able to reach 

them.  More elaborate setups have lift tubes that 

pull the eggs through the marbles and safely away 

from the parents.  I have never been able to get 

very many young using this method.  So I was 

determined to find a simple setup that would have 

a much higher yield.  And I finally found it. 
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What I now use to separate the parents from their 

newly released eggs is a mesh bag.  At first, I was 

very worried that the fish would get tangled in the 

mesh.  I keep another species of catfish from Lake 

Tanganyika, Lophiobagrus brevispinis that I 

catch with my hand because of how easily they 

get stuck in netting.  To my very pleasant 

surprise, however, the synos have not become 

caught in the mesh yet.  I place the mesh bag over 

the top of a glass jar.  The glass needs to be clear 

so that you can see into the jar.  The bag that I use 

has a drawstring which allows me to pull it tight 

enough to stay on the jar.  I let the bag droop 

down into the jar.  Above the jar, I have an 

inverted plastic pudding container with a hole in 

the side.  The cats readily go into this setup and 

actually spend most of their time in it.  When it’s 

time to breed, the eggs simply fall through the 

mesh and into the jar.  The male can fertilize 

them, but cannot eat them. 

 
The male is bigger, more slender and lighter in color 

that the female 

 

One of the reasons that this method works better 

than using marbles is that the eggs appear to be 

adhesive.  I have seen them sticking to the sides 

of the jar.  If they stick to the marbles instead of 

falling safely through, they are destined to be 

eaten. 

 

The eggs hatch within a day or two, and the fry 

are impossibly small.  I swear that they look like 

sperm cells, and not much bigger either.  I dump 

the jar into an empty 10 gallon tank to spend the 

next several months.  They are so tiny at first that 

I am afraid that the fry of other species will eat 

them, so I give them their own tank for the first 

month.  You may not even see them for the first 

week if there is any substrate at all.  I feed them 

New Life Spectrum Small Fry Starter and the 

smallest golden pearls that they make.  After a 

week or so, they finally start to swim around a bit.  

Although bigger, they still look like sperm cells.  

They stay white for a couple of weeks before it is 

possible to see any signs of marbling.  Yes, they 

look more marbled than spotted for a month or so.  

The spots develop over time, so don’t be alarmed 

if they look blotchy.  From my experience, the fry 

grow quickly until around one inch.  At that point 

their growth seems to slow down.  Reaching full 

size will probably take a couple of years.  My 

male is four and half inches, while the female is a 

little more than three inches.  I assume that they 

are fully grown because I have had them for 

almost two years, and they were young adults 

when I got them.  S. petricola would be at least an 

inch bigger. 

 
Breeding setup 

 

In closing, let me say that Synodontis petricola is 

a beautiful fish, and is deserving of all the 

adoration that it gets.  But I think that it’s time to 

stop calling Synodontis lucipinnis “dwarf 

petricola”, and time to stop selling them as 

“petricola”.  S. lucipinnis is a magnificent species 

in its own right and a wonderful addition to any 

Tanganyikan aquarium. 
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THE NECA AUCTION 

 
We held our 2014 Fall Auction on October 

26th and it was a huge success. Over 75 

people attended, and we were there for over 

4 hours auctioning fish, fish food, equipment 

and other fish related stuff. We received a 

huge number of contributions and generally 

everyone had a great time. NECA netted 

over $1,000, even with a very modest $3.00 

per bag ‘take.’ Sandy Feder took a few 

photos, albeit with her cellphone, and here 

they are. And thanks to all of you who 

helped make this a great event! 

 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT WEBSITES 
 

 

www. http://www.necichlids.com/ 

http://www.acaconvention2015.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/23631413745

9/ 

 

 

 

 

THE EAST 

COAST 

CICHLID 

(ECC) 

AUCTION 
 

NECA is sponsoring the 

ECC Auction, on behalf 

of the 2015 ACA 

Convention, and we’d 

like all of our members 

to make an effort to 

attend. 
 

 
HTTP://WWW.EASTC

OASTCICHLIDS.ORG/ 

 
 

http://www.necichlids.com/
http://www.acaconvention2015.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/236314137459/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/236314137459/
http://www.eastcoastcichlids.org/
http://www.eastcoastcichlids.org/
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NECA POSITIONS OF 

RESPONSIBILITY  
 

 

President: Peter George (Distichodus) 

petergeorge@verizon.net 

Vice President: Mike Liu (fishymike) 

Mike@berkshiredesign.com 

Treasurer: Jim Cormier (jmtrops) 

jimcormier@charter.net 

Recording Secretary: Erskine Plummer (zebra34) 

plummer382@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: Peter George (distichodus) 

petergeorge@verizon.net 

ACA Liaison: Jim Cormier (jmtrops) 

NEC Delegate: Jim Kenniston (tangJim) 

jkenniston@sbcglobal.net 

 

Editor’s Notes: Thanks to Jim Kenniston, 

Mike Liu, Marc Schnell, Jim Cumming, Sandy 

Feder and Roberto Gaitan for this month’s 

articles and images. 

mailto:petergeorge@verizon.net
mailto:Mike@berkshiredesign.com
mailto:jimcormier@charter.net
mailto:plummer382@yahoo.com
mailto:petergeorge@verizon.net
mailto:jkenniston@sbcglobal.net

