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CICHLIDS ON MY MIND 

 
ECA had its annual Spring auction this 

past Sunday, April 27, and it was a 

tremendous success. The room was full, 

the fish were plentiful and the selection was 

………………….well, tremendous. The fish that 

seemed to generate the most interest were from 

Lake Tanganyika, with Malawi a close second, 

and then a drop off to Lake Victoria and the New 

World. But even some Vics went for top dollar. 

Overall, a really nice day for all, and a portent for 

the future for our organization.  

 

The greatest challenge for NECA is, and always 

has been, to get the attention of the hundreds of 

cichlid breeders and cichlid keepers here in New 

England. The plethora of Facebook groups 

supports the premise that there are plenty of 

people who keep cichlids, but many fewer who 

are willing to travel an hour or more to break 

bread with other cichlid fanatics. Sunday was the 

strongest indication that we may be changing the 

landscape for cichlids in New England, but we 

have to maintain the momentum by continuing to 

offer outstanding programs, well run auctions and 

a robust presence on the internet, where so much 

activity takes place. 

 

We’ve got an excellent program scheduled for 

May featuring Mike Drawdy of Imperial 

Tropicals, and June will feature a visit to the 

fishroom of one of the top breeders in the Boston 

N 

Upcoming Events 
Next Meeting: 

Saturday, May 10 @ 7 PM 

 
 

The May NECA Meeting will be held 

at the Lutz Children’s Museum at 

247 South Main Street 

Manchester, CT 06040 

 
Mike Drawdy of Imperial Tropicals 

will present a program on fish farming 

in Florida, from the perspective of 

someone who grew up in the business, 

left for the Marines, and came back to 

the business at a time of great change.  

Doors will open at 6:30 PM, and the 

program will begin at 7. There will be 

snacks and beverages available. 

Following the program there will be a 

fish auction and time to meet Mike and 

chat with each other about our fish. 
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area, Trevor O’Shea. Both are ‘must do’ 

activities, and I’m looking forward to them as we 

segue into summer, traditionally a time where 

fish activity turns inward, and focuses more on 

breeding than on programs and meetings.  NECA 

will be providing victuals for the guests, and we 

hope to get a nice crowd for the program, the food 

and the more modest auction we’ll be having after 

the program.  

 

We’re trying to generate some real activity on the 

NECA Forum and website, so why not visit and 

post some fish you have for sale or trade, or list 

the fish that are on your want list. It’s there for 

you, and the more people we get to use it, the 

more value it will bring to all of us. So plan to be 

at the Lutz on May 10! See you there. 

 

Peter George 

 

THE INCA STONE FISH, 

TAHUANTINSUVOA 

MACANTZATZA 

 
TEXT A ND IMA GES BY M I KE LIU  

 
Tahuantinsuyoa macantzatza in the aquarium 

 
 first heard about the Peruvian Inca Stone 

Fish, Tahuantinsuyoa macantzatza, during a 

talk by Wayne Leibel back around 1988. 

Wayne gives a great talk, and I like his writing 

style too. What also got me excited at that time is 

that Wayne is really into South American 

cichlids, and I was just getting interested in this 

group of fish. I have since learned this group is 

very extensive, and there are way too many 

species with new ones being discovered all the 

time. People keep dividing the groups and 

creating new genera, and I will never be able to 

keep all the South American cichlid species that 

catch my eye. But, I have never forgotten the way 

that Wayne pronounced the genus, 

Tahuantinsuyoa, it rolled exotically from his 

mouth, and then he put a little extra emphasis on 

the species name, macantzatza. Some people may 

not think this fish is all that neat, but at the time, 

I was developing an attraction for the spoon-

shaped fish of the Acara group, including the 

genera Aequidens, Cichlasoma, and Bujurquina, 

that lasts to this day. Now there was this new fish 

too. 

 
Probable male Tahuantinsuyoa macantzatza 

 

I’m still not sure why it has the common name 

“Inca Stone Fish”. Maybe it is found in rocky 

streams. Maybe the native people of the region 

cooked it over hot stones-then again, maybe not. 

I found images on a Trader Joe’s grocery bag that 

may beg to differ: the image that depicted 

dancing native Indians with silhouettes of fish! 

This fish resembles the Blue Acara and has the 

general body scale spangles, as can be seen in the 

photos. It is more elongate and has a distinctly 

pointier snout. The caudal, dorsal and anal fins 

are edged in thin blood red and light blue stripes. 

It is not supposed to grow much more than 4 

inches, so it can be considered a dwarf cichlid. It 

is reported to be a delayed bi-parental 

mouthbrooder. That is, the fish lays eggs on the 

substrate and after a time, one or both parents 

pick up the eggs in their mouths for incubation. 

They may pass the eggs back and forth in order to 

allow the other fish to feed. What’s more, they are 

platform spawners in the wild, meaning they may 

deposit eggs on a movable platform such as a 

sunken leaf. Then, if danger approaches, they can 

I 
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drag the leaf to a safer location. This type of 

spawning behavior is why I love to keep and 

observe cichlids. 

 

It wasn’t until 2004 that I finally got a chance to 

keep the Inca Stone Fish. I could not believe 

Tahuantinsuyoa macantzatza was listed on the 

website of Tangled Up In Cichlids, owned and 

run by Jeff Rapps, an importer and breeder of 

Central and South American cichlids. The fish 

were listed as wild adults and I immediately 

ordered 6 of them. I’m not crazy about keeping 

wild fish, as they are sometimes difficult to 

acclimate to tank conditions. However, as they 

are not large fish, I felt I could accommodate the 

group. I found they were not fussy about water 

chemistry, and were not picky about food. I made 

sure to give them frozen krill often in hopes of 

conditioning them for spawning. The group 

resided in a 40 gallon breeder tank for the entire 

time I had them, which turned out to be too short. 

 
A pair of Bujurquina vittata inspecting a leaf 

(image from www.american.cichlids.ru) 

 

I searched the web for articles about this fish and 

found a short breeding article which I printed out 

and referred to often. AS mentioned above, 

Tahuantinsuyoa macantzatza is a movable 

platform spawner. They may lay eggs on 

submerged leaves or pieces of wood or bark, and 

move or drag the platform around if danger 

approaches. I really wanted to observe this type 

of spawning activity. In the article I found, the 

author noted his fish used small thin pieces of 

slate for a spawning surface. Trying to keep 

submerged leaves in your tank can get messy and 

troublesome. I tried this with maple and oak 

leaves with Bujurquina vittata in the past, and it 

did not work. My Bujurquina spawned on top of 

an overturned pot and successfully raised their 

brood, so the movable platform is only needed 

where danger lurks. If there were predators in the 

tank, they may have used the movable platform 

strategy, but not in that case. 

 
Tahuantinsuyoa macantzatza with free swimming fry 

 
Anyhow, I slammed pieces of slate onto my 

basement floor and got some very thin pieces. I 

put 4 or 5 in the tank and waited. Within days, I 

noticed the slate pieces were being moved all 

around. A pair had apparently dragged one piece 

into an overturned pot, and another pair 

apparently dragged one piece to a back corner 

behind a rock. No spawning happened for a 

month, but the fish kept dragging the slate all over 

the tank. Maybe they were fighting over the 

pieces. I finally saw a larger fish pick up the edge 

of a piece in his mouth and swim backward, 

dragging it about an inch across the gravel. He 

kept doing this over and over. It seemed they 

were trying to find just the right spot in the tank. 

 
Inca Stone Fish displaying their subtle coloring 

 

Finally, one day after work, I found eggs covering 

a little piece of slate about ¾” x 1”. The entire 

piece of slate was covered and it also seemed eggs 

were sticking to the thin edge of the slate. The fish 

http://www.american.cichlids.ru/


   

 

 

4 

still dragged it around the tank with the eggs 

attached, and I often found the piece of slate 

turned over so the eggs were against the gravel. I 

helped turn the slate back over and the fish did 

not seem to mind my help. I could not determine 

which female paired with the largest male so I left 

all the fish together. I noticed the two suspected 

breeders did turn darker in color and the coloring 

along the edges of the caudal fin also intensified. 

After a few days, the eggs disappeared and it 

became evident the largest male was carrying 

them in his mouth. He did pass the fry back and 

forth with the female. One fish would more or 

less spit them out and the other would pick them 

up, rather than directly passing them from mouth 

to mouth. The male carried his fry most of the 

time and seemed to prefer to be the caretaker.  

 
Eventually, the fry became free swimming. Well, 

I thought I was doing great with this fish, and 

after about 2 weeks I siphoned out about half the 

little fry. Unfortunately, they died off one by one 

in a bare 10 gallon tank set up with a corner filter. 

The fry left in with the parents also slowly 

disappeared. I’m not sure if they were being 

picked off by the other fish, picked off by the 

parents, or if they just did not make it. Then, the 

extra fish in the group were being harassed, and 

they began to die off one by one. I never observed 

overly aggressive behavior towards them but I 

would find a dead fish when I got home from 

work. Eventually, the female of the pair also 

succumbed before I could move her. Now there 

was only a male fish which I put in a community 

tank. I hate to report that I eventually lost him too. 

 
Photo taken from Aqualog South American Cichlids III 

of a stunning specimen of Tahuantinsuyoa macantzatza 

 

The Inca Stone Fish is a fish I would definitely 

like to try again. They have a subtle beauty and 

make great aquarium residents as they do not get 

large and generally have a peaceful personality. 

Their breeding behavior is most interesting, and I 

want to observe the parents caring for and raising 

the fry. Maybe my fish had not matured quite 

enough to be good parents. This is a common 

problem for many first-time breeders, and 

especially true for wild fish subjected to enclosed 

tank conditions. I look forward to acquiring this 

species and keeping them again in the future. I 

would highly recommend the Inca Stone Fish to 

anyone wanting to keep something that is not 

usually seen in the hobby, and to anyone 

interested in observing really interesting cichlid 

spawning behavior. 

 

 
 

MIKE DRAWDY OF 

IMPERIAL TROPICALS 

 
Hypostomus luteus 

 

ike Drawdy comes from a long line of 

tropical fish breeders from Florida. His 

family began breeding fish in 1970 and 

started the family business, Imperial Tropicals 

soon thereafter. After growing up on the farm and 

graduating high school he joined the United 

States Marine Corps. When he completed his 

military service, he went back to his roots in the 

family business. Now he is raising a family of his 

own on the same farm where he grew up, and 

feels very fortunate to be able to breed fish for a 

living. He is always ready to donate fish to 

aquarium clubs and serves on the Board of 

Directors for the (FTFFA) Florida Tropical Fish 

Farmers Association. In addition, he also serves 

M 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-PLI-12ZWnLU/UQMUfml07pI/AAAAAAAANk0/mxpyeXoX0_Y/s1600/Haplochromis+argens+3.jpg


   

 

 

5 

on the Board of the Aquaculture Committee for 

Florida Farm Bureau. His hobbies are keeping 

fish, photography, traveling, gardening, and 

spending time with his family. 

 

Today Mike runs the farm with the help of 

8 employees and his parents who are still 

involved in the business. The tropical fish 

industry in Florida has been through a lot of ups 

and downs through the years and Imperial 

Tropicals has survived through all the turmoil. 

They are one of the few breeders in Florida 

breeding a wide range of fish for the hobby rather 

than for the big box retailers like Wal-Mart. They 

breed a wide range of fish including African 

cichlids, tetras, barbs, livebearers, shrimp, snails, 

plecos, South and Central American cichlids, and 

even some North American fish. 
Green Otocinclus 

 

 Back in February of this year Mike Drawdy went 

on his first collecting trip to South America and 

was able catch some very rare and nice fish, 

including the Green Otocinclus and the 

Hypostomus luteus. The trip was intended to help 

Mike learn more about the fish in their native 

biotopes of Misiones, Argentina to help 

understand how to keep and breed them. Mike is 

planning more trips in the future to varied 

locations around the world in order to learn more 

about fish and the environments they come from. 

 

Peter George 

 

HOT, ORANGE AND 

SURPRISINGLY EASY 
 

TEXT A ND IMA GES BY J I M KENN ISTON  

 

he hottest fish making the auction circuits 

this spring seems to be Neolamprologus 

leleupi.  A bag of six used to fetch around 

$40, but recently went for $75 at the NEC and $78 

at last week’s NECA auction.  That’s $13 per fish 

for a neolamp!  Granted, the fish were big, but 

were sold as unsexed juveniles, not a breeding 

group.  So what’s going on?  These fish are not 

new to the hobby.  They have been around for 

decades, so you would think that anyone that 

wanted them would already have a tankful.  This 

article will not speculate on the reason for this 

recent surge in popularity.  Instead, I will provide 

information that will help you keep these fish, 

should you be next on the leleupi bandwagon. 

 
Neolamprologus leleupi female 

 

N. leleupi is a rock-dwelling cichlid from Lake 

Tanganyika.  It was originally dubbed “Lemon 

Cichlid” because of its yellow coloration.  

Different collection points in the lake yield 

different color variants.  There is still a yellow 

variety available in the hobby, but orange seems 

to be what people are looking for, and the more 

orange, the better.  Karilani is one of the locations 

that are known to produce orange leleupi.  There 

is also a line bred variety from Germany referred 

T 
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to as Dutch Orange.  I often put a photo of the 

father of juvenile fish on the bag to show what the 

fish will look like some day.  There is no need for 

a photo with leleupi.  These fish look good in the 

bag.  The color does intensify with age, but they 

get orange, even as juveniles.  I believe that it is 

essential for their food to include carotenoids in 

order to enhance and maintain the orange color.  I 

use New Life Spectrum, although I have been 

accused of feeding mine baby carrots and circus 

peanuts.  These fish enjoy protein in their diet, so 

bloodworms, blackworms, brine shrimp etc. are 

good supplements, and should only help with 

their coloration and breeding conditioning. 

 
Neolamprologus leleupi male 

 

In order to keep these fish, you will need a fairly 

large tank with lots of rock piles and caves.  N. 

leleupi form pairs, but it’s best to get a half dozen 

juveniles and let them pick a mate.  I bought six 

young ones about three years ago, and put them 

in a 75g with some N. caudopunctatus and a 

couple of A. compressiceps. I must have lost one 

at some point, because I now have three males 

and two females.  I believe that only one pair 

breeds, however.  The females are smaller than 

the males, but no less colorful.  Females max out 

at around 3”, while males can get up to 5”.  Males 

also show a cephalic hump on the forehead that is 

lacking in females.  Males may not be tolerant of 

other males, so be prepared to remove fish if 

necessary.  Mine square off regularly, but without 

damage.  They stick to the rocks, and don’t have 

much to do with other species.   

 

Breeding N. leleupi is no challenge once a pair 

bond has been established.  My breeding pair has  

always used a cichlid stone to breed in.  These are 

hollow fake rocks that can be purchased.  I highly 

recommend them.  Whenever I want to collect a 

batch of fry, I just lift out the cichlid stone.  

Leleupi are substrate spawners, and will lay eggs 

inside a cave.  The female stays inside the cave 

and guards the eggs and fry after they hatch, 

while the male secures the immediate area around 

the cave.  The fry are numerous and extremely 

small.  If you are used to mouthbrooder fry, you 

will need smaller food.  Newly hatched brine  

N. leleupi pair guarding cave 

 

shrimp are even too big at first.  I use NLS “small 

fry starter” and 5-50 micron golden pearls at first.  

They grow slowly. The color comes slowly as 

well, but is worth the wait. Once a pair has 

become established at breeding, it will produce 

regularly for years. 

 

HAPLOCHROMIS 

‘MURCHISON BAY’  

 
TEXT BY LA WREN CE KE NT  

IMAGES B Y LA WRE NCE K ENT & J AY GEILER 
 

 few months ago  I was asked to write an 

article for the Greater Seattle Aquarium 

Society newsletter on two new species of 

fish that I spawned and registered in the Breeders 

Award Program.  

 

I collected both of these new species in Lake 

Victoria, near the Ugandan town of Munyonyo 

about 2 years ago. There I befriended a Ugandan 

fisherman, who paddled me around that section 

of the lake, looking for good spots to throw our 

cast-nets – his a traditional one and mine a “Super 

Spreader,” which I bought at WalMart a few 

years ago.  

 

 

A 
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We caught about a dozen species from the 

haplochromine family of cichlids, including 

beauties like Haplochromissp. “purple-yellow” 

and Astatotilapia alluaudi. Please see my article 

in the January 2013 edition of Cichlid News for 

more of the details.  

 
Haplochromis ‘Murchison Bay’ male 

 

One of the challenges of collecting fish in Lake 

Victoria is the fact that most of the females look 

very similar and are almost impossible to 

distinguish. This makes collecting a pair difficult. 

One solution to this problem is to catch a female 

with eggs or fry in her mouth (Haplochromines 

are maternal mouth brooders) and then shake out 

those little babies, knowing that the broods will 

almost certainly include females and males of the 

same species.  

 
Haplochromis ‘Murchison Bay’ male 

 

Using this approach, I was able to bring home two 

new species of cichlids, which probably have 

never before been imported for the hobby. It took 

me a few months to grow the groups to maturity 

and then a few more months to get them to spawn. 

I dubbed the first species Haplochromis sp. 

“Murchsion Bay” and the second Haplochromis 

sp. “Munyonyo”, after the locations where they 

were collected. I spawned both species in 40 

gallon breeder tanks in my basement in 

Greenwood. They look similar and may 

eventually turn out to be a single species, 

although the Munyonyo strain seems to have 

redder flanks.  
This article was written by Lawrence Kent, the 

collector of Hap. Murchison Bay. Photos and article 

reproduced with his permission. 

 

DAVE’S RARE FISH  

 

 

 
ave Schumacher has been an avid cichlid 

aquarist since the age of 16 when he 

began working in the business. He is one 

of the leading sellers of African Rift Lake Fish 

currently in the United States. Owner of Dave's 

Rare Fish in San Antonio, Texas and a current 

ACA secretary as well as on the leadership 

committee  

for the Hill Country Cichlid Club, Dave generally 

stocks in excess of 250-300 species of rift lake 

cichlids as well as all manner of catfish, West 

Africans, New World cichlids and oddballs. He 

hasn't been to Africa (yet!) but has traveled to 

Mexico to collect twice. 

 
Paratheraps guttulatus – An auction donation from Dave 

 

Dave is also very generous, and provided NECA 

with a terrific selection of fish as a donation for 

our recent auction. His business is one that we 

should support, not only because he’s generous, 

but because he sells the fish we focus on and is 

often the only supplier of so many choice 

cichlids. 
www.davesfish.com 

D 

http://www.davesfish.com/
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THE ETROPLINES 

OF INDIA 
 

PART 1 

 
TEXT BY JIM CUMMING 

(NOTHO2000)  

 
ndia? Cichlids?  Would they ever be 

mentioned in the same breath?  Maybe, by a 

few cichlidophiles, but not for the majority. 

When cichlids are discussed, reference is usually 

made to the lush Amazon River basin and 

associated rainforests, the unique Rift lakes of 

Africa, and the rocky, rapidly flowing rivers of 

Mexico and Central America. Rarely do fish from 

India enter a conversation.  I count myself 

fortunate to be among those who do know of this 

connection. India harbors only three cichlids, all 

relatively unknown.  I say unknown to most 

aquarists, in that there are so many different, 

distractingly delightful goodies currently 

available out there, that Indian cichlids are likely 

to be ignored. It’s tough to have bragging rights 

with a fish that few even know of, let alone 

possess. Also, being brackish water fish could be 

a turn off. Besides that, there are only three 

species, and that wouldn't sit very well with the 

'flavor of the month' club.  

 

In their native country, one of the three, is known 

in much of India as Karimeen, scientifically as 

Etroplus suratensis, and in the hobby as the 

Green Chromide or Pearl Spot cichlid. 

 

 
Sexually mature specimen © Sajan Sajeevan 

 

As a food fish, it is considered a delicacy and is 

an important source of desperately needed protein 

for the 1.27 billion people (almost 20% of the 

world’s population. There are many sites on line 

that give recipes for preparing this gastronomical 

wonder fish. 

 
Faisal Photography 2011 

 

It is farmed intensively in Kerala, an area where 

the fish exists naturally. The production through 

fish farming runs between 200 and 400 tons 

yearly, and much is exported. This species, which 

can reach a length of 18” in nature, and 8” to 12” 

in the aquarium, is found naturally in ponds, 

rivers, backwaters, lagoons, reservoirs, paddy  

 
http://archive.indianexpress.com/news/catching-up/863103/ 

 

fields and low lying wet lands, in both brackish 

and fresh water. It has become an ideal fin fish for 

farming. Its culture, along with mullet and 

shrimp, provides much needed additional income 

for farmers. It does so well in a wide variety of 

man-made settings, from irrigation wells to 

domestic ponds, and most other man made 

reservoirs. Thriving and breeding even in 

ornamental cisterns, E. suratensis has been 

acclimatized to inland waters in many parts of the 

country from its normally brackish water 

environment. 

 
I first learned of the Green Chromide when, as a 

twelve year old, I spotted a black and white 

I 

http://archive.indianexpress.com/news/catching-up/863103/


   

 

 

9 

photograph in the 1956 edition of William T. 

Innes book that I had recently purchased,  Exotic 

Aquarium Fishes. It appeared to be a largish, 

compressed bodied fish with fins that looked 

clamped up. This picture bothered me for years, 

in that I wasn't sure I'd want to maintain a fish that 

went around looking so miserable. I hoped it was 

just a bad moment for the subject.  Now, being  a 

12 year old, my imagination “kicked in” and I 

pictured a vibrant emerald green fish (why else 

would it be called a Green Chromide?) with 

orange and yellow highlights overlaid with scales 

sparkling like so many diamonds. Now that's a 

“WOW” fish if I ever saw (well, imagined) one. 

Just try and get a hold of them though! 

 

Well, fifty five years later, I finally got them. 

They were sent to me by San Antonio aquarist 

Jose Gonzales, well known for his expertise and 

success with Madagascan cichlids.  Initially, they 

were cute little grey fish with some black 

speckling and a few light flecks...not quite like I 

imagined. 

 
Etroplus suratensis – image by Jim Cummings 

 

But I know time will change that. In the past 

seven months they have gone from barely an inch 

to around 4” to 5”. And, they're beginning to 

show their adult coloration. 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 

his issue, my 2nd, was a bit easier to put 

together than the first. I made a few 

requests for submissions, and they came 

almost immediately. Jim Kenniston, the NECA 

President, is a Tanganyika expert and has both the 

desire and the ability to share his knowledge and 

experiences with our membership. I am hopeful 

he will continue to contribute, but we have quite 

a few other members who keep and breed Tangs, 

so I am looking for contributions from them too. 

Mike Liu, our Recording Secretary, is a specialist 

in New World cichlids, and he also has 

contributed an article to each of the 2 issues this 

year. And again, I am looking for other members 

to supplement his contributions so we don’t 

exhaust Mike. Jim Cummings is a tremendous 

breeder of Indian and Madagascar cichlids, and 

contributes to the ACA Forum as a moderator and 

prolific contributor. His experiences are 

exceptionally interesting and he’s willing to share 

some of them with us, starting with this 2 part 

article on Etroplus suratensis.  

 

I would like to start a regular column devoted to 

the fish you are looking for. The website has been 

the go-to place for this information, but it’s not 

the only way to let each know what we really 

want, so email me the species you want, and I’ll 

get them in each month. We’re going to have a 

small auction on Saturday, after the program, so 

bring something for the other members! Keep the 

articles coming and hopefully I will see you on 

Saturday. 

 

Peter George 

 

POSITIONS OF 

RESPONSIBILITY  

 

President: Jim Kenniston (tangJim) 

jkenniston@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Martha Morris (mmorris) 

martha_morris@hotmail.com 

Recording Secretary: Mike Liu (fishymike) 

mike@berkshiredesign.com 

Newsletter Editor: Peter George (distichodus) 

petergeorge@verizon.net 

ACA Liaison: Jim Cormier (jmtrops) 

NEC Delegate: Jim Kenniston (tangJim) 
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